
 

 
 

West Bank Buses 
 

The anti-Israel propagandists have released a fake map of Israeli bus routes which 
attempts to misrepresent Israel as racist and grossly misrepresents the reality in Israel 
and the West Bank. Like all anti-Israel propaganda, the map contains many inaccuracies 
and distortions.  
 

Palestinians are allowed to ride Israeli buses in the West Bank. 
 

 There are no laws preventing Palestinians from boarding Israeli buses in the West Bank.
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 Israeli law does require Palestinians to obtain permits to enter Israel and the settlements. 
This policy was instituted after the 1

st
 intifada and only enforced strictly after the Palestinians 

began launching major terrorist attacks in the 1990s.
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 Every day tens of thousands of West Bank Palestinians travel to Israel and the settlements to 
work.
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Palestinians have their own bus system between Jerusalem and the West Bank. 
 

 Arab-owned buses run daily routes between East Jerusalem and Palestinian communities in 
the West Bank.

4
 The Jerusalem Islamic Waqf owns the East Jerusalem Central Bus Station.
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Many of the map’s labels are inaccurate. 
 

 The security barrier is labeled, “separation wall.” In reality 95% of the barrier is a chain link 
fence and it exists to prevent Palestinian terrorists from infiltrating Israel and harming 
innocent civilians. It was built in response to the 2

nd
 Intifada.
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 The Green Line is labeled a “border.” In reality the Green Line was Israel’s cease-fire line 
with Jordan after the 1948 War. Both sides agreed that it was not a final border.
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 West Bank Areas A and B are lumped together and labeled, “area’s [of] limited Palestinian 
control.” In reality Area A, which makes up 18% of West Bank territory, is under full 
Palestinian control. Area B, which makes up 20% of the territory, is under full Palestinian civil 
control and shared Israeli-Palestinian security control. 96% of West Bank Palestinians live in 
these areas.

8
 Under the Oslo Accords the final status of the rest of the territory must settled in 

negotiations between the Israelis and Palestinians.
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 The areas between the security barrier and the Green Line are labeled, “annexed to Israel.” 
In reality Israel never annexed these areas.
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 Israeli settlements are labeled “illegal” and the West Bank is labeled “occupied”. In reality 
most Israeli settlements were built legally and the West Bank is disputed territory according to 
many legal experts.
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The route of the security barrier is distorted. 
 

 The map greatly exaggerates the size of the area between the Green Line and the security 
barrier. In reality only 7% of the West Bank is on the west side of the barrier.
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 The map shows the barrier extending across nearly the entire West Bank in the area next to 
Jerusalem. In reality the planned route of the barrier in this area extends across less than half 
of the West Bank.
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http://visualizingpalestine.org/infographic/across-the-wall
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