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 JERUSALEM CONFLICT  
HAMAS TERRORISM  

 ISRAEL 
T I M E L I N E

 April 13  • The holy month of Ramadan begins. Many thousands of Muslims pray 
every day at the Haram al-Sharif/Temple Mount in Jerusalem (the holiest site in 
Judaism and third holiest in Islam).

•  Palestinian youth launch a “challenge” on TikTok for others to post videos 
of themselves randomly assaulting Jews in Jerusalem. Several of these videos 
are shared widely on social media. Israeli police later arrest a suspect seen 
slapping a Jew on Jerusalem’s light rail.

 April 14-25  In response to the violence, Israeli police put up barriers to 
prevent large crowds from gathering near the Damascus gate of Jerusalem’s Old 
City. Many Palestinians spend time together in this area after breaking their 
Ramadan fast, so the barriers lead to protests and clashes with the police. The 
barriers are removed on April 25.

 April 19  Extremist Jews in Jerusalem launch random revenge assaults against 
Palestinians, and police arrest six Jewish suspects.

 April 22  A far-right anti-Arab Jewish group called Lehava (“Flame” in Hebrew) 
marches in Jerusalem, chanting racist slogans. They attempt to break through 
police roadblocks, assault left-wing Israeli counter-protesters, and try to enter 
the controversial neighborhood of Sheikh Jarrah but are stopped by the police. 
Palestinian counter-protesters also clash with police, who used stun grenades and 
“skunk water” on both groups of protesters. Dozens are injured in the violence.

 April 23-25  Hamas begins firing missiles at Israel and incites Palestinians to 
“continue mobilizing in the Old City.”

 April 29  More clashes erupt at the Damascus Gate when Palestinians throw 
rocks, bottles, and fireworks at police.
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https://121a6a94-37d0-4344-8957-8394c526443e.filesusr.com/ugd/46fc49_ddcdbd359d7349f9bbf9fd56cf17e565.pdf
https://www.timesofisrael.com/rocket-fired-from-gaza-for-3rd-night-in-a-row-no-injuries-or-damage/
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 April 30  Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas postpones Palestinian 
elections. He blames Israel but is widely believed to be motivated by concern 
that the terrorist group Hamas will defeat him and his allies at the polls. 
This angers Hamas. Analysts believe the following escalation toward violent 
conflict is mainly an effort by the terrorist group to gain political power and 
weaken its rival, Abbas. It hopes to do this by positioning itself as the primary 
“defender of Jerusalem.”

 May 2  Yehuda Guetta, a 19-year-old Jewish student and resident of Jerusalem, is 
shot by a Palestinian terrorist at Tapuah Junction and later dies of his wounds. 
Two other Jewish students are shot and wounded in the attack as well, leaving one 
in critical condition.

 May 3-7  Clashes break out in Sheikh Jarrah, ahead of an Israeli High Court 
hearing regarding a deeply controversial property dispute between Jews 
and Palestinians in the neighborhood. (Visit www.standwithus.com/factsheet-
sheikhjarrah to learn more) During this period, far-right Knesset Member Itamar 
Ben Gvir establishes an office across from Palestinians holding an Iftar dinner 
in Sheikh Jarrah. He leaves only after pressure from Prime Minister Netanyahu.

 May 4  • Journalist Khaled Abu Toameh reports that terrorists groups in Gaza   
“call on Palestinians to arrive at al-Aqsa Mosque and ‘ignite an intifada 
against settlers.’” Hamas initiates a social media campaign inciting 
Palestinians to violence during demonstrations in Jerusalem and elsewhere.

•  Prime Minister Netanyahu officially fails to form a government after Israel’s 
fourth national elections in two years, leaving an unstable transitional 
government to deal with the deepening crisis. Reports suggest that a coalition 
of parties across the political spectrum, including the conservative Arab 
Muslim Ra’am faction, is forming to replace Netanyahu’s government. This would 
represent unprecedented cooperation between Jewish and Arab parties in Israel.

 May 7  • Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah Khamenei tweets a series of 
inflammatory statements supporting terrorism against Israel. 

•  Hamas leader Fathi Hammad urges Palestinians in Jerusalem to “cut off the 
heads of the Jews with knives.” 

•  Tens of thousands of Palestinians attend evening prayers at the Temple Mount/
Haram al-Sharif in Jerusalem. After prayers end, protests and clashes with 
police break out, with parts of the crowd waving Hamas flags.

 May 8  After prayers on Laylat al-Qadr, the holiest night of Ramadan, protests and 
clashes break out again, with parts of the crowd chanting “Bomb, bomb Tel Aviv!”

 May 9  • Following a request by the Israeli government, Israel’s Supreme Court 
suspends its hearing on Sheikh Jarrah property dispute in hopes of reducing 
tensions and violence.

https://apnews.com/article/hamas-middle-east-elections-religion-government-and-politics-e88636bc919f8aab455e01fbbd4b4391
https://blogs.timesofisrael.com/this-has-nothing-to-do-with-sheikh-jarrah/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/in-rocket-war-for-al-aqsa-hamas-has-already-won-the-palestinian-leadership/
http://www.standwithus.com/factsheet-sheikhjarrah
http://www.standwithus.com/factsheet-sheikhjarrah
https://twitter.com/KhaledAbuToameh/status/1389612719918264320?s=19
https://blogs.timesofisrael.com/this-has-nothing-to-do-with-sheikh-jarrah/
https://twitter.com/khamenei_ir?s=09
https://www.memri.org/tv/snr-hamas-official-fathi-hammad-urges-people-jerusalem-cut-off-heads-jews-knives-day-reckoning-moment-destruction
https://twitter.com/Yossi_eli/status/1390636929805324291?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1390636929805324291%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fjewishunpacked.com%2Fwhy-did-this-start-we-answer-your-questions-on-whats-going-on-in-israel%2F
https://twitter.com/LinahAlsaafin/status/1391110089348636672
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•  Hamas launches incendiary balloons from Gaza that set fire to hundreds of 
acres of Israeli agricultural land.

 May 10  • More riots break out near the Al Aqsa Mosque. Israel’s police enter the 
area after thousands of Palestinians gather in the compound overnight, having 
collected numerous rocks and other makeshift weapons at the holy site. Tensions 
soar as some 300 Palestinians and 21 police officers are injured.

•  Palestinian extremists attack a Jewish driver outside the Old City of Jerusalem 
and nearly lynch him. He is saved by a police officer firing his weapon into 
the air to disperse the mob.

•  Members of Knesset from the mostly Arab Joint List party and the far-right 
Religious Zionism Party face off in Sheikh Jarrah but are separated by police.

•  The Jerusalem Day “Flag March,” which usually passes through the Old City’s Muslim 
Quarter, is rerouted and later canceled by Israel to avoid further provocations. The 
march, as per usual, ends at the Western Wall with celebratory singing and dancing. 
Coincidentally, a flare fired by Palestinian rioters at police near Al Aqsa Mosque 
sets a tree on fire. The image of Israelis dancing with the burning tree up above 
in the background sets off a social media storm falsely accusing the Israelis of 
celebrating the burning of the Al Aqsa Mosque.

•  Hamas issues an ultimatum demanding that, by 6pm local time, Israel must 
withdraw from the Temple Mount/Haram al-Sharif and Sheikh Jarrah, and it must 
release all Palestinians arrested during the week’s rioting.

 May 10-May 21: HAMAS LAUNCHES A WAR AGAINST ISRAEL.  • Israel disregards Hamas’ 
ultimatum and, immediately after 6pm on May 10, the terrorist group fires a 
barrage of missiles at civilians in Jerusalem and southern Israel. This  
sparks a major military confrontation. Israel calls its operation “Guardian  
of the Walls.”

•  From May 10-21, Hamas and its allies launch over 4,000 missiles aimed at 
murdering Israeli civilians. Israel responds with hundreds of strikes aimed at 
stopping terrorists in Gaza from killing its people. Over the course of fighting, 
the IDF reportedly destroys over 100 km (66 miles) of Hamas’ tunnel network.

•  On May 15, The IDF strikes a 12-storey building housing Hamas military 
intelligence operatives as well as the offices of the Associated Press and 
Al Jazeera. There are no casualties because Israel notifies everyone in the 
building hours before the strike, giving them time to get out. Nevertheless, this 
is condemned by many around the world as an attack against press freedom. 
U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken says Israel provided classified evidence 
about why it considered this building an important military target.

•  On May 18, the IDF shoots down a suicide drone launched from Syria on the 
Israel–Jordan border. Six rockets are also fired from Lebanon into northern 
Israel, and the IDF returns fire with tank and artillery fire.

 May 21  At 2 a.m., a ceasefire goes into effect. 

 

https://www.timesofisrael.com/some-280-palestinians-9-cops-hurt-in-latest-heavy-clashes-in-jerusalem/
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THIS VIOLENCE WAS A HORRIFIC TRAGEDY  

FOR ISRAELI AND PALESTINIAN CIVILIANS 

Thirteen Israelis were murdered and hundreds injured by 

terrorism from Gaza, including both Jewish and Arab citizens. 

Many Palestinian civilians were killed as well, though the 

exact number is not yet clear. The Health Ministry in Gaza, 

which is run by Hamas, reported that 232 Palestinians were 

killed. The IDF said it killed 225 members of terrorist groups. 

Fully accurate numbers may not come out for some time or 

may never be available, especially in regards to how many 

Palestinians were killed by Hamas rockets that fell short.

There is no question that civilians in Gaza have lost more 

than anyone from Hamas’ endless war against Israel. The 

main reason is that Hamas and its allies militarized their 

neighborhoods. Terrorist groups are committing a double war 

crime: firing at Israeli civilian communities from within 

Palestinian civilian communities. Some Palestinians have also 

been killed by Hamas missiles that fell short and landed in 

Gaza.

The only reason Hamas has not been able to murder massive 

numbers of Israelis is that Israel does everything it can 

to protect civilians. It has built bomb shelters in most 

Israeli homes, and its Iron Dome defense system has shot down 

countless incoming missiles.

The IDF code of ethics requires Israeli soldiers to do 

everything they can to protect innocent life. Numerous 

legal and military experts documented how the IDF does not 

intentionally target civilians as a matter of policy and 

goes beyond what the law requires by warning civilians 

before striking military targets. Nevertheless, it has proven 

https://thehill.com/blogs/pundits-blog/international/211931-getting-the-law-right-on-the-israel-hamas-conflict#ixzz37IIrlk00
http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/11/06/us-israel-usa-gaza-idUSKBN0IQ2LH20141106
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/reconsidering-the-goldstone-report-on-israel-and-war-crimes/2011/04/01/AFg111JC_story.html
http://www.timesofisrael.com/arab-tv-host-touts-israels-humanity/


PRODUCED BY

impossible to stop terrorists in Gaza from attacking innocent 

Israelis without harming innocent Palestinians in the 

process. This is because Hamas and its allies intentionally 

put civilians directly in harm’s way.

Hamas also encouraged an unprecedented wave of mob 

violence by Arab extremists in Israel, and Jewish extremists 

retaliated with mob violence of their own. Jewish and Arab 

leaders across the Israeli political spectrum strongly 

condemned this, and members of both communities have held 

rallies calling for peace. Some see Hamas’ involvement as an 

effort to stop the growing cooperation between Jewish and 

Arab political leaders in Israel.

As of May 16, 2021, the conflict is ongoing, with Hamas 

continuing to fire missiles at Israeli civilians and Israel 

striking the terrorist group and its allies in Gaza.

The war sparked a wave of condemnation and disinformation 

targeted at Israel, along with vicious antisemitic attacks 

across the United States and Europe. However, the United 

States and many other governments repeatedly condemned 

indiscriminate missile attacks by Hamas against Israeli 

civilians and recognized Israel’s right to defend its 

people. The 35-member Organization of American States also  

designated Hamas as a terrorist organization.

https://www.timesofisrael.com/from-far-right-to-islamist-parties-leaders-condemn-jewish-arab-violence/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/from-far-right-to-islamist-parties-leaders-condemn-jewish-arab-violence/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/jews-and-arabs-start-to-push-back-against-violence-rallying-nationwide/

